362                   WHAT IS FREE TRADE?
Free trade is a revolt against this device. It is not a
revolt against import duties or indirect taxes as a means of
raising revenue. It has nothing to say about that, one way
or the other. It begins to protest and agitate just as soon
as any tax begins to act protectively, and it denounces any
tax which one citizen levies on another. The protectionists
have a long string of notions and doctrines which they put
forward to try to prove that their device is not a contriv-
ance by which they can make their fellow-citizens con-
tribute to their support, but is a device for increasing
the national wealth and power. These allegations must be
examined by economists, or other persons who are properly
trained to test their correctness, in fact and logic. It is
enough here to say, over a responsible signature, that no
such allegation has ever been made which would bear ex-
amination. On the contrary, all such assertions have the
character of apologies or special pleas to divert attention
from the one plain fact that the advocates of a protec-
tive tariff have a direct pecuniary interest in it, and that
they have secured it, and now maintain it, for that reason
and no other. The rest is all afterthought and excuse. If
any gain could possibly come to the country through
the gains of the beneficiaries of the tariff, obviously the
country must incur at least an equal loss through the
losses of that part of the people who pay what the pro-
tected win. If a country could win anything that way, it
would be like a -man lifting himself by his boot straps.
The protectionists, in advocating their system, always
spend a great deal of effort and eloquence on appeals to
patriotism, and to international jealousies. These are all
entirely aside from the point. The protective system is a
domestic system, for domestic purposes, and it is sought
by domestic means* The one who pays, and the one who
gets, are both Americans, The victim and the beneficiary
axe amongst ourselves. It is just as unpatriotic to oppress